OPENING STATEMENT OF THE HOME MINISTER AT THE
PRESS CONFERENCE ON JULY 1, 2009

June was the first full month that the new Government has been in
office. Hence, | thought it would be appropriate to submit a report on the

activities of MHA in the month of June 2009.

The most important event in June was the operations launched in
Lalgarh, West Bengal. The operations are still under way, but I am glad
to report that the Central Paramilitary Forces have ably assisted the West
Bengal Police in reclaiming most of the territory that had been dominated
by the CPI (Maoist) for nearly 8 months. We reiterated the principle that
the primary responsibility for maintaining law and order rests with the
State Government and that after committing its own forces, if the State
Government makes a request for assistance, the Central Government will
provide an adequate number of personnel from the Central Paramilitary

Forces.

Another important development was the operationalisation of the
NSG hubs at Mumbai, Chennai, Hyderabad and Kolkata. We made a
promise to establish these hubs by July 1, 2009 and | am glad that we

have been able to fulfil the promise.

As you are aware, MHA presented its first Action Plan for the period
February 21 to May 31, 2009. On a review, | found that the first Action
Plan has been substantially implemented. A few items, however, have
spilled over. In accordance with the directions of the Prime Minister, an
Action Plan — called Action Plan Il — has been drawn up for the period
June 1 to September 30, 2009. The items that have spilled over from the
first Action Plan have been included in the second Action Plan. Even while
the second Action Plan was being prepared, many elements of the Plan

were implemented in the month of June 2009.



The Disaster Management Division of the MHA and the NDMA
worked together to rush relief to the victims of cyclone ‘Aila’ which had
affected 63.9 lakh people in 26,240 villages. The Central Government
offered logistic support in the form of NDRF Battalions, helicopters, army
assistance, essential medicines and Rs.414.70 crore from the CRF
(Rs.282.74 crore as opening balance on April 1, 2009 + Rs.131.96 crore
as the first instalment). An eleven-member Inter-Ministerial Central
Team (IMCT) visited West Bengal on June 6-9, 2009 and the High Level
Committee of the NCCF, chaired by the Finance Minister, has met today.

I visited Jammu & Kashmir on June 11-12, 2009. A decision has
been taken to redraw the lines of responsibility among the Army, the
para-military forces and the J&K Police. We encourage the J&K Police to

take over more responsibilities concerning law and order.

I visited Orissa on June 25-26, 2009. We have requested the State
Government to ensure the return of the remaining 1,477 internally

displaced persons to their villages and help them re-build their homes.

Some of the specific steps taken by MHA in the month of June 2009
are:

O] Coastal Security: Up to 31.5.2009, 8 boats were delivered by

GSL, Goa and GRSE, Kolkata. In June, 2009, 3 boats were

delivered by GSL and 3 boats were delivered by GRSE.

(if) Coastal Police Stations: Under the Coastal Security Scheme,
73 Coastal Police Stations (CPS) have been approved in 9 States
viz. Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and West Bengal and in the UTs of Daman &
Diu, Lakshadweep, Puducherry and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 59
out of 73 CPSs are functional. Construction work of new buildings

has been completed in 33 CPSs and is in progress in 11 CPSs.



(iii) Border Security: 8 kms. of fencing and 5 kms of road works

were completed on the Indo-Bangladesh border.

(iv) Immigration: 31 out of the 33 Immigration Check Posts
(ICPs) have been provided with upgraded computer systems. 30
out of the 33 ICPs and all 5 FRRO offices have been networked to

the Central Foreigners Bureau.

(v) National Investigation Agency: 3 cases were entrusted to the
NIA under Section 6(5) of the NIA Act. 123 posts were sanctioned

for the Intelligence and Finance wings of the NIA.

(vi) Security Plans for States: Security Related Expenditure (SRE)
Committee approved the work plans for 2009-10 for the States of
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Orissa and

Maharashtra.

SRE Committee approved the inclusion of 1 more district of
Andhra Pradesh (Nizamabad) and 5 more districts of Orissa
(Deogarh, Jajpur, Kondhamal, Dhenkanal and Nayagarh) under the
SRE Scheme.

(vii) Unlawful Activities Prevention Act: On June 22, 2009, ‘CPI
(Maoist), all its formations and front organisations’ was included in

the Schedule to the Act and thus named as a terrorist organisation.

(viii) CPOs: DGs of Central Paramilitary Forces were given

enhanced financial powers for capital works and land acquisition.

A revised recruitment scheme for recruitment of Constables in

CPMFs was approved.



135 support staff/officers were sanctioned in various Central

Police Organisations for newly created senior management posts.

(ixX) Police Modernisation: Orders were placed for supply of
automatic grenade launchers, grenades and handheld thermal

imagers.

(x) National Population Register: Work is under way for the
creation of NPR in coastal areas/districts of the country. A
conference of District Magistrates of the coastal districts was held
on June 3, 2009. Officers of the Directorate of Census Operations

were trained for field work for NPR in coastal areas/districts.

Shri Rameshwar Thakur was appointed as Governor of Madhya
Pradesh and, in his place, Shri H R Bhardwaj was appointed as Governor
of Karnataka. Shri Debanand Konwar was appointed as Governor of

Bihar.

Mr. Justice G P Mathur was appointed as acting Chairman of the

National Human Rights Commission.

The Liberhan Commission of Inquiry submitted its report to the

Prime Minister on June 30, 2009.



