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No. 24013/39/Misc./2013-CSR.Hi
Government of India/Bharat Sarkar
Ministry of Home Affairs

st

NDCC-II Building, Jai Singh Road,
New Dethi

Dated the 14" June 2013,
To,

The Chief Secrefaries,
All State Governments/UT Administrations.

Advisory to provide adequate security of RT! Activists-
Regarding.

Subject:

SirfMadam,

As you are aware, after promulgation of.the Right-to Information Act, 2005
incidents of atiack on the RT/ activists have besn reported. Thereafter in order
ensure the Safety to the RT! Activists, Ministry of Home Affairs had issued an

Advisory on 1-3-2011, a copy of which is enclosed at Annexura-|.

2, The Department of Personnel & Training (DOPT), Government of India has
recently conveyed that they had set up a Task Force in May 2011 to review the
provisions made in Right to Information Act 2005 and also to recommend
measures for its better implementation and enforcement and to suggest the
measures for protection of persons seeking information under the RTI Act. The
Task Force has given certain suggestions re'g_ardin-g ensuring of the security of

the RTI Activists, which is 'attach.ed at Annexure-il.

3. Since the ‘Police’ and ‘Public Order' being State subjects under the
Seventh Schedule to the Constitution of India, the State Governments/UT
Administrations are again fequested to consider the recommendations

/suggestions of the Task Force for immediate compliance.
e~




4, The State Governments/UT Administrations may also consider taking
any additional measures/mechanisms fo introduce in their respective
jurisdiction for the strict compliance of the above suggestion of DOPT. This
Ministry may alsc be kept apprised of any special measures/mechanisms
taken in their respective jurisdictions so that the same could be circulated to
the other State Governments and UT Administrations for consideration/

adoption.

B. It is also requested to kindly ensure that this comprehensive instruction
is circulated amongst all the concernad Departments/ Qrganisations under

your jurisdiction for strict compliance.
Yours faithfuily,

fi
(S. Suresh Kumar)
Joint Secretary to the Gout. of India,
Tele No. 23093410.

Encl. As above

Copy for information and necessary action to:-

The Principal Secretary/ Secretary Home — All State Governments/UT
Administrations.

The Director General of Police - All State Governments/UT
Administrations.

The Secretary, Department of Personnel & Training, North Biock, New
Delhi.

The Director, Central Bursau of Investigation, CBI Hgrs, CGO Complex,
New Detni.

Registrar General, Supreme Court of India, New Dalhi.
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to be taken in matters relating to threat to RTI
- The Task Foree discussed the issus relating to threat of RT activists and
that this is a serious matier which would require more detailed discussions

5 ecially with law enforcement ag ncieg However, Task Force members felt

" pending such detailed deliberations following may be taken up for

g?fmézi’ia—te action:

(a) Perliamentary Standing Comumiittee, while diis_cus;siﬁg "Whistle Blowers
Bill" has also given certain guidance in regard to threat to RTI users.
These may be adequately addressad whils redrafting the Bill

{b) Mational Human Rights Commission {NHRC) has a policy to tzke action

t RTI acidvists are also coversd nnder the definition of a human

‘.
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= rigats defender and NHRC may be impressed upon to recognize them as
* such, This recognition would go 2 long way in helping the nolice to ke
E complaints from the victiins or an attack on a BTT sciiviss a5 2 resulz

ATLTD oh T ¥ Fnm mE
NHRC should slsp be regus

from the conternad police abous

gion to such attecks and to give

- table directions nsure the safely of the life and propery

{¢} The Task Force is of the visw that if an RTI user or zctvist is bzing
threatened or awacked to srevent him from accessing information
it becomes 2 complaint case under Ssction 18 ofthe

under the Ac, then
' RTI &ct and [nformation Commissions may take cognizance of suc
complaints and may conduct necessary emguirigs, eic, s providad in
& of which

the Act. They should also ensure that information sesking

caused such attacks or threzts is expadia cusly publicized.
(d) State Information Commission of Gujarat has taken sgme proagilve
steps whereby directions are issuad police authorities and district
cellectors immediately. (upon receiving complaints under section 18 of
RTI Act, along with datails of the threats/attacks/pressures and copy of
intimation of the same to nearest police station) for providing necessary
protection to an RTI activist under threat and also for conducting
enquiries. In case an RTI applicant is attacked, the complaints filed by
applicants closest relation or civil soclety organization or mandal are
also taken into consideration for immediate actions. Other states may
alse be encouraged to adopt simitar practice,
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chernmant of India ! ANA ephs

Ministry © f Home Affairs . Pl
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Cinde b L} __ _
5 { ) North Block, New Delhi
Dated 15t Rarch 201 1

To,

Jhe Chief SeCI€ taries of all State Govemrnents,’UT Administrations .«

aurav Aavanval through Hon'ble Supreme

Subjset: . petition of Shri G
ding RTL Activists-

court of india regal

a letrer dated 28 9- _2010 from
er dauad

red Lo forward & copy of
along-"y with a lett

of Hon'ble Suprems Court,
Hen'ole Supreme court

seeking direction of Hon'ble Gupreme Court for CBl
(el alleged T murder) of eight ®TI Agtivists

i am direc

the Addl Regisiral
20-07- 2010 aéd;eaaed o Chief Jristice,

Galray Agg“m@
enqrusy intc maysterions deaths
i the couniry-
deemed popropriais; may pleas®

e RTI af‘uwsts and 0t action talken

e taken O eniSUTE he safety of ih
¢ o 1he petitiont

positicn may pleast pe intimated directly
Exdchtlonal szsm"a_i, bup;emé Court of Indiz and this

3 It 1s regy iested that mes sures, as
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Joint Secretary to tne Goveml
e
Tel 2309 2630.

e?jc_/

il




- :ﬂgéf =

ji. *

‘Eﬁ. =

Copy 1o~

i

]

I

2l

The Home Secretary, Government of Maharashira, Mantralaya,

Mumbat.

g 18

Home), Government of Andhra Pradesh,
e

The Principal Secretary {
A.P. Secretariat, Hyderabad.

e

The Home Sscretary, Government of Bihar, Main Secretariat, Paina.
e
The Home Secretary, Government of Gujarat, Sachivalaya, Block No.

2, 2 Floor, Gendhi Nagar- 382010, —

me Court of India, New Delli w. 1. 10
513%{"010* dated 28%
tnlemrﬂo;e FETE
»’iﬂ/"i} 1-PD /477

he Acirimémal Registrar, Supre.
letter Neo. 10811/8C] fRIL/2009 {2

‘ﬂonmmm & copy of thig Minis
12- 3010 and CBI'S letier No.

J:r eir
September 2010
aumber dated 21-

dated 17-02- SOBTA

586“8{&.’*‘; DOPT; North Block, New
Moie of even mumber dated 21-12- 2910 a}zm_g—mch ; opy of 'fhe
CBPs letter F. No. 2171/2011-PD/4TT dated 17-2-201 1 with @
request {hat as the RTI Act is a-:ii by the DG?'? an
approprigie reply on behalf of the Gozem___ at of India may please
be furnished for L_ax mation of the Hon'ble Supreme Court, undsr
intimation tp the MH

Shri Saurabh Tripathi, Asstl.
Policy Division, North Block
2171/2 2011-PD/ 477 dated 1!

VA
(K.K. Pathsk)
Joint Sseretary to the Government of Indiz
Tel 2309 2630.
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